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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
NATIONAL SECURITY RESOURCES BOARD 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Office OF THE CHAIRMAN Febi*uary 20, 1952 


General Walter B, Smith 

Director, Central Intelligence AgeiKjy 

Washington 25, D. C, 

Dear General Smiths 

In accordance with the President's request to the Congress, 

I am preparing for hearings before the Public Works Coimnittees 
of the Senate aid the House with respect to S,2l8, "To authorize 
a program to provide for the construction of Federal buillings 
outside of, but in the vicinity of, and accessible to the 

Columbia, and for other purposes", and other similar 

legislation. 

An essential basis of testimony in support of a dispersal program 
is agreement upon the threat, eneny capability and the optlman 
distance between targets which otherwise itd^t be attractive for 
atom bomb delivery with respect to the District of Columb" a 
and vicinity. 

Your advice on this problem is essential to the success al‘ tte 
program, l should, therefore, appreciate it if ypu would desig- 
nate a member of your organization familiar with your views tc 
consult with me on the question of coordination of testiiKny to 
be given on behalf of the President's recommendations for Zcmrxt^ 
of the nation's capital. The hearings may be held early in Merc-v' 

identical letters to the Secretary of Defense and 
the Chairman of the Atomic Energr Commission, 
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